Chloride of Lime.

absorption. The resulting bleaching powder, or chloride of
lime, is then packed in barrels, as is done in Europe, or better
in steel drums containing about 800 Ibs. each, as is done in the
United States. The electrolytic chloride of lime manufactured
in the United States now contains generally 36%-39% of avail-
able chlorine, while the European product usually contains only
35% or less.
In the Leblanc and the Solvay processes for the manufacture
of carbonate of sodium, or soda ash, the results are brought
about in a much more indirect way than in the electrolytic
processes; those older processes use several complicated steps
in which a number of other chemicals are used, and made to
act upon the common salt, and the intermediary products into
which the sodium chloride is being successively converted.
It is only through the monumental efficiency evolved in the
recovery and re-use of these auxiliary chemical agents, that an
ammonia-soda industry, producing annually 2,400,000 tons of
soda-ash (sodium carbonate) can exist.
Following up the success won. by Griesheim Electron, came
into existence a large number of electrolytic works, first in
Germany: at Bitterfeld in 1894, 3,000 horsepower, at Rhein-
felden in 1896, 3,500 horsepower, and further on extending to
other countries, more specially in the United States where at
this moment more than 30,000 electric horsepower are used daily
in its production. There is an intense competition in the manu-
facture of this article and many electrolytic manufacturing
establishments started here and abroad with large outlay of
money have resulted in dire failure; only some of the better
equipped and better conducted plants have survived.
At present (1912), the world's production of chloride of lime
approximates 400,000 metric tons (1,000 kilos or 2,200 Ibs.)
with statistics for 1910 showing:
Great Britain              metric tons 110,000
Germany                          "       "    90,000
United States America       "       "    80,000
France and Belgium          "       "    40,000
Austria, Italy, Spain         "       "    30,000
Russia                              "       "    22,000